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Why remember St Mark? 
 
I am very grateful for the invitation to come and speak to you today on the occasion of the patronal 
festival of St Mark. I am especially glad to come to St Mark’s South Hurstville, because my family 
moved from Rockdale to Penshurst in the late fifties, and I attended Hurstville South Public School 
from 1961 to 1964, and then went on to Sydney Tech High. From the road, it doesn’t look like 
Hurstville South school has changed much, but I’m told there are more buildings and students than 
there were in my day. So, I’ve been aware of St Mark’s for a long time, although I have never 
actually been here, and I’m glad to come and share with you in remembering St Mark.  
 
1. What do we know about Mark?  
What do we actually know about Mark? He’s not mentioned in any of the Gospels, but he does turn 
up in Acts. One of the passages that mentions him was our Bible reading today. His mother’s name 
was Mary, and he was also called John for some reason. He lived in Jerusalem; indeed, in the early 
years of the church one group of believers in Jerusalem used to meet as a church in his house (Acts 
12:12). We also know that he was with Barnabas and Paul on one of their earlier missions (Acts 
12:25), and again later he was helping them as they preached in Jewish synagogues on Cyprus (Acts 
13:5). They travelled on and continued with their preaching ministry through parts of modern-day 
Turkey, but Mark left them in Perga and went home to Jerusalem (Acts 13:13).  
 
What wasn’t read out was that, later on, when Barnabas and Paul were going to return to that area 
and see how the believers were going, Barnabas wanted to take Mark along, but Paul thought it 
wasn’t such a good idea because Mark had taken off when they there last time (Acts 15:36-38). In 
the end, Barnabas and Paul went different ways, and Barnabas took Mark with him to Cyprus (Acts 
15:39). However, Mark was with Paul when Paul wrote to Philemon (Phm 24), and he gets a 
favourable mention in Paul’s letter to the church in Colossae (Col 4:10). At some time, Paul even 
asked Timothy to send Mark with the books he wanted (2 Tim 4:11). The only other possible 
mention of Mark in the NT is when Peter wrote his first letter, and said that ‘my son Mark’ sent his 
greetings too (1 Pet 5:13). If that’s John Mark, then presumably Peter meant that Mark was his 
‘son’ in the faith.  
 
2. What was so special about Mark?  
So, what was so special about Mark? And why would we remember him, and have the 25th April as 
St Mark’s Day? And why have a church called ‘St Mark’s’? Well, there’s one very good reason. It’s 
because he was not just Mark or even John Mark. He was ‘St Mark the Evangelist.’ He left us his 
Gospel to read about Jesus. It’s true that the title ‘According to Mark’ isn’t there in the earliest 
manuscripts containing the beginning of Mark’s Gospel, but a number of early Christians said that 
the author was Mark and there is no real reason to doubt the early traditions. One early document 
even says that Mark ‘was also named stubby-fingers because he had shorter fingers in comparison 
to the length of the rest of his body . . . He was a disciple and interpreter of Peter, whom he 
followed just as he heard him report. When he was requested at Rome by the brothers, he briefly 
wrote this Gospel in parts of Italy.’ We don’t know exactly when Mark composed his Gospel, but it 
was probably in the early 60’s of I AD, most likely for a wide audience of Jews and Gentiles, and 
both believers and unbelievers.  
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So, while we don’t know much about Mark himself, we do have the Gospel he wrote, and that’s 
special! It’s special because he recorded things about Jesus so that people would know about him - 
what kind of person he was, what he really did during his earthly lifetime, and especially how he 
ended up getting crucified, even though he was the Lord and Saviour that the early Christians said 
he was!  
 
3. What was special about Jesus?  
So, what did Mark have to say about Jesus’ life and death and resurrection?  
a. The miracles  
The first thing that stands out to me in what Mark recorded about Jesus is his miracles. We might 
not have had much experience of evil spirits, but they are around in some parts of the world today, 
and they were common in the first century. They took hold of people and wrought havoc in their 
lives, but Jesus just spoke to them and they came out of people and left them alone. In the 
synagogue in Capernaum, he spoke sternly and Mark says that ‘the evil spirit shook the man 
violently and came out of him with a shriek’ (1:25). He did the same that evening for lots of other 
people, and later on for a man they called ‘Legion’ because he had many demons in the Gentile 
region of the Gerasenes (5:1-20). He cast out a demon from a Greek woman’s daughter, without 
even going to her (7:24-30), as well as a boy who had had a demon that deprived him of speech and 
convulsed him from his childhood (9:14-29). In fact, Mark records that Jesus got a reputation for 
casting out demons (cf. 3:7-12), so the scribes from Jerusalem tried to say it was an inside job – 
casting out demons by ‘the prince of demons’ (3:22).  
Jesus’ words were so powerful, that he healed people from disease just by speaking – Peter’s 
mother-in-law (1:29-31), a man with leprosy (1:40-45), a paralysed man (2:1-12), a woman with a 
chronic haemorrhage (5:24b-34), a deaf and mute man (7:31-37), a blind man (8:22-26) and blind 
Bar-Timaeus in Jericho (10:46-52). He even brought a girl back to life after she had died (5:21-24a, 
34-43). In a storm on Lake Galilee he called out to the storm to stop, and it did (4:35-41)! At one 
time Jesus fed five thousand people with a few bread rolls and dried fish (and there were probably 
more people than that, because that was only the men) (6:30-44). Later on, he fed four thousand 
people with seven bread rolls (8:1-13). Mark recorded the miracles of Jesus, so that people would 
know what kind of man Jesus was – he certainly had a power that no-one else had!  
But, it wasn’t just the power of Jesus that Mark recorded. The other thing that really stands out in 
Mark’s recording of those events is Jesus’ compassion. Mark wrote that Jesus was ‘filled with 
compassion’ for the leper (1:41). He had compassion on those four thousand people who had been 
with him for three days and had nothing to eat (8:2), and some had come a long way (8:3). For 
Jesus, the crowds were like sheep without a shepherd (6:34). So, we’re not surprised to read that 
crowds flocked to Jesus to bring their sick friends and family for him to heal them, and also to listen 
to Jesus.  
The amazing thing is what kinds of people wanted to listen. Mark tells us that, like John the Baptist 
before him (1:4), Jesus’ message was that people should repent of their sins, and turn back to God 
(1:15), and that was the message he sent his twelve disciples out with as well (6:12). What was even 
more astounding was that, when a person takes Jesus at his word, and turns from sin and turns back 
to God, asking for forgiveness and following him, Jesus said that God will forgive them and they’ll 
have eternal life, or enter God’s Kingdom (10:27-30). That’s why ‘many tax collectors and sinners’ 
wanted to listen to Jesus (2:15-16). He’d come to call them back to the Lord God (2:17). Apparently 
many of them were glad to hear that message and took Jesus at his word.  
Let’s not think that Jesus was just a friendly chap, and people liked to be with him because he was a 
nice man and accepted everyone! He spoke harshly to the religious leaders because they were 
hypocrites, not honouring God or looking after his people (7:1-8), and in the end they decided to get 
rid of him permanently (3:6; cf. 3:22; 12:13). He warned his disciples about their insidious 
influence (8:11-15). Not all the sinners and tax-collectors wanted to listen to Jesus’ teaching! After 
all, he was speaking about repentance from sin, and turning back to God! No doubt, for many of 
them that was the furthest thing from their minds. But, for those who were aware of their sin, and 
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wanted to be forgiven and have a clean start, Jesus’ message was really good news, however 
surprising it was that God would have them back!  
b. The death  
One of the themes of Mark’s Gospel is that from very early on in Jesus’ ministry, the religious 
authorities were out to get him. So, people might have thought that in the end he just got cornered 
by people who were cleverer than he was. But, Mark includes material that makes it very clear that 
it wasn’t like that at all. Jesus knew he would be killed, and he told his disciples so (8:31; 9:31; 
10:32-34). In fact, that was why he came: ‘. . . the Son of Man did not come to be served but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many’ (10:45). Dying was at the heart of his plan, because 
his death would count for ours, and pay the price for our sin – that’s what a ‘ransom’ is. His death 
was a travesty of justice, because he was not a sinner, but God would count his death for ours – for 
anyone who calls on God for forgiveness and a new start. Jesus’ death was the whole reason he 
came, because it was by that death that he would provide a way for us to be forgiven and have 
eternal life. That’s what we’re remembering when we celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  
c. The resurrection  
Although it looks like the last bit of Mark’s Gospel has been lost, there is enough in Chapter 16:1-8 
to tell us that his death was not the end. He came back to life, and it was a surprise to everyone. He 
had known about it and spoken about it (8:31; 9:31; 10:34), but to everyone else it was a complete 
surprise. The disciples must have forgotten, or not understood when he told them. Jesus’ 
resurrection was God’s sign that he had done his job. His death had been effective, and God had 
raised him up to live forever and be the eternal Saviour and Lord (cf. Acts 2:32-36).  
 
In conclusion  
a. Why remember St Mark?  
Why do we remember St Mark? Why would you name a day after him, let alone a church? Well, 
you could do worse, because he left his Gospel for future generations to read, and to hear about 
Jesus – his power and compassion, his call to repent and his promise of forgiveness and eternal life, 
his death as a ransom for sinners, and his resurrection which showed the effectiveness of his 
mission.  
b. The Gospel according to Mark  
One of the great reasons to remember St Mark is that the Gospel he wrote tells us (and the whole 
world) the wonderful message of Jesus, and God’s offer of forgiveness.  
c. Having Mark’s vision  
And as we have Mark’s Gospel, we also should catch Mark’s vision to follow Jesus, because Mark 
recorded Jesus’ words: ‘If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take his cross 
and follow me’ (8:34). That’s the vision for the Christian life – following Jesus, whatever the cost! 
But, also we can have the same vision as St Mark – a vision of wanting the world around us to 
know about Jesus, as he did when he wrote his Gospel. Isn’t it great that we can gather today and 
remember St Mark, especially because of the Gospel he left us and the Jesus whose words and 
deeds, whose death and resurrection, are recorded in it. We might also remember the needy world 
around us, no less now than in the first century – needing to turn back to God in repentance, 
needing His forgiveness, needing eternal life, and able to find them, if they will only back to the 
Lord God and trust in Jesus as the Saviour. Thank God for St Mark’s day! Thank God for Mark’s 
Gospel! Above all, thank God for Jesus, the Lord and Saviour, whose life and death and 
resurrection Mark recorded.  

________________ 


